
Research hypotheses
	↗ Africa and Africans play a significant role in sha-

ping the discourses of the new global history of 
knowledge production, print, genre, and literary 
production.

	↗ Aesthetic and textual codes are manifestations of 
the concept of empire building and colonial state 
building and its forms with regard to critical power 
constellations.
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Research question

	↗ How can we label or define 
texts written, produced,  
and circulated within a colonial 
practice and discourse as a 
form of knowledge production?

	↗ What kind of genres did people 
experiment with as socially 
shared knowledge? 

	↗ How was empire building 
negotiated, considering that 
it was the subject of dialogue 
from above and below and  
was shaped by both African and 
colonial powers?

	↗ Who wrote it, who was the 
audience (the readership), and 
how was it received?

Subject
The newspaper was a place of negotiation of so-

cially shared knowledge in the emerging culturally 
heterogeneous colonial society in German East Africa 
(Tanganyika, today’s Tanzania, Burundi, and Rwanda). 
Newspapers are central zones of contact and emerging 
archives in which the migration, the entanglement,  
and the gradual emergence of knowledge can be 
traced in concrete terms. My dissertation examines 
two aspects, poems and photographs, as crucial sites 
for textual innovation, experimentation, knowledge pro-
duction, and negotiation. The project aims to critically 
examine the role of visual and poetic representations in 
the colonial web of narratives, realities, and concepts 
of empire building.


